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Doshisha University and the World: The Road for Social Welfare

Daniel Booduck Lee, DSW

(Visiting Professor, Faculty of Sociology and Social Welfare
Loyola University Chicago School of Social Work)

It is February 6, 2010 snowing in Kyoto, Doshisha University has opened its global

a city of beauty, history and spirit, where window of progressive education over 133
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years. Among its numerous alumni and
visiting scholars, the late Dr. Rev. Dock
Joon Kim, my father-in-law, a student of
the late Shimada under the

influence of Kagawa Toyohiko’s

professor
social
community action,
School  of
Theology with a major in social welfare in
1942 and

welfare education in Korea. In the year of

philosophy and
graduated from  Doshisha

subsequently founded social
his graduation, my wife, Grace Kyung-Ja,
his eldest daughter was born in Kyoto, and
it is no co-instance that my own connection
with Doshisha and Kyoto has begun first
in 2006 for the

autumn semester and again in 2009 for one

as a visiting professor

academic year through the March of 2010.
One of the highlights
Doshisha includes my role as Chair of
International Advisory Committee for a
newly established Doshisha
Research Center of Social Welfare in 2008.
Let me share my observations of the

of my time at

Education

outstanding features of the Center’s work
and some other lasting impressions of the
people and culture Japan cherishes.

The broadened global perspectives in
social welfare education, research and
practice at Doshisha has already become a
curricular, and

reality in its vision,

scholarly exchanges of research works

through its ongoing collaborative efforts,
actively involving faculty, students, alumni
affiliated

practitioners and international

scholars. As evidenced in the eight volumes
of the Do-ERC-SW Newsletter, Prof.
Uzuhashi and his colleagues have brought
Doshisha to the world and vice versa in
examining the current social welfare gaps,
comparing regional similarities and
differences in social welfare policies and
service delivery systems, and in integrating
innovative components of excellence in
social welfare education and field training.
Although the initial funding for the Center
but the burner for the

excellence of global social welfare is ignited

ends this year,
for paving the road for social welfare

education research in the spirit of
Doshisha’s founding father Joseph Hardy
Neesima, echoed by the present Chancellor
Minoru Oya in pursuing “innovation and
excellence toward the future with a
determination to produce individuals with
noble vision and ambition.” Neesima’s
global vision is still challenging Doshisha’s
faculty in

students  and advancing

Christianity as the core of a moral
education as well as in the core of social
welfare values. I am pleased to note that
Doshisha and Loyola University Chicago
can now exchange students and scholars
for furthering global education, research
and practice in social welfare. As it is our
time to say Sayonara, my wife and I just
begun to appreciate why the world is so
attracted to the people and culture of
their

infrastructures.

Japan for the refinement of
natures, and
food,

shinkansen,

characters,
Our love of arts, onsen, matusri,
sakura and Ume, kimono,
shrines and temples, castles, Mt. Fuji, and
many more imageries will continue painting
the scenes of our visits to Japan. More
importantly, we will find our joy in the
loving hearts of those who have shared
their kindness with us in class, meetings,

and fellowship. Domo Arigato Gozaimashida!
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